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financial help and military- equipment. \Vhen French
Equatorial Africa rallied to the movement de Gaulle set up an
Imperial Defence Council at Brazzaville. This council claimed
the right to exercise public power based^ on French legislation
enacted before 23 June—that is, before the armistice came into
force. It claimed no right, as yet, to enact new legislation, but
only to be a de facto administrative authority.1
A year later, in September 1941, the French National
Committee \vas set up in London, making a much wider claim
to be a political authority as "the provisional guardian of the
national patrimony5. It claimed a direct link with the Third
Republic, as against the regime of Vichy which it denounced
as illegitimate: and de Gaulle now claimed, too, 'to represent a
nation which has no other means of expressing itself and to
prepare the framework within which it will be possible for the
French people to exercise its national sovereignty1. The
ordinance creating the Committee laid down that all its
decisions should, as early as possible, be submitted for
ratification by the representatives of the nation.2
By the beginning of 1943 the position of'the Committee was
complex. Both Washington and Moscow had kept represent-
atives at Vichy, until events forced Vichy to break with both of
them. But although this weakened Vichy it did little to
strengthen the Committee: and the Darlan-Clark agreements,
made when the Allies landed in French North Africa, by-passed
the Committee as the authority responsible for administering
the greatest and most important parts of the French Empire.
The assassination of Darlan and his replacement by General
Giraud made compromise possible and, on 3 June 1943, the
National Committee and the North African administration
1 For further details of the origins of the movement and the text of
the agreement of August, see my Two Frenchmen, pp. 157-62. The story
of the movement is well told in Felix de Grand'Combe: The Three Years
of Fighting France (June 1^40-June 1943) (1943) and in Maurice Edel-
man: France: The Birth of the Fourth Republic (1944). The speeches of
General de Gaulle and a few important documents are published as
Discours et Messages du General de Gaulle, 2 vols. (1942-3).
* Discours et Messages du General de Gaulle, Vol. I, p. 69.

